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Staying on 
after 
age 16

2Takes Commitment

Brings Academic challenges

Opportunities for Personal 
Development

Preparing for future pathways
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Options 
and 

Pathways 
for 16+
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Possible
Pathways
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Employment 5
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North East Scotland College

Open Day Saturday 16th March
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University –
UCAS course search

7
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Alternative Pathways 
8

School based learning combined with other courses
College courses
Foundation Apprenticeships
https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/entry-requirements/scottish-
qualifications/foundation-apprenticeships
SCQF
Scientific Technologies 
Children and Young People
Health and Social Care 
Cybersecurity and Network Management

https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/entry-requirements/scottish-qualifications/foundation-apprenticeships
https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/entry-requirements/scottish-qualifications/foundation-apprenticeships
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Foundation Apprenticeships
• Children and Young People – Local primaries and nurseries

• Cybersecurity and Network Management – SHMU Aberdeen

• Health Social Care – OT, Physiotherapy, Nursing, Care, GP

• Scientific Technologies – RGU, TLC Potatoes, 

“You get to know your course tutors well and there is chill vibe.”

“Placement has been good to experience something different, a change to sitting in 
the class.  You learn more from going into the workplace, picking up skills and 
forming your own viewpoint, than being told about it in class.  I prefer learning by 
doing than just listening” 

“You have opportunities to do things on placement, where you have support. There 
is no formal exam, which I prefer and there is more time in class to get coursework 
done.”
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NESCOL Link Courses:
Subject Areas include:

Digital Media

Civil Engineering

Construction

Automotive

Computing

Sport

Hospitality

Travel and Tourism

Marketing and Events

Engineering

Accountancy

Beauty Therapy

Maritime

N5 Psychology 
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Open University online learning – 10 credits

Law Making in Scotland 

Contemporary Topics in Science

11
YASS – Young Applicants in Scottish Schools
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Reminder 
change to the 
school day –
50 minute 

periods 

Higher classes will be timetabled 5 period per week
National 5 Maths, Applications of Maths and English S5/6 only classes 5 periods per week
National 5 subjects – 4 periods per week plus study class

Advanced Higher Classes timetabled 3 – 5 periods per week, depending on uptake
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Introducing 
RGU Hub

14

David Lawson, Louise Durham
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Academic 
Choices
new S5

Pupils must choose 5 subjects 

plus 1 “Enrichment” Art  / Music / PE / Science

Choices can be…

Progression from S4 (eg Nat 4-> Nat 5 or Nat 5→ Higher)

Revisit courses from S3 Nat 4/5

Experience new courses

College Link courses

A combination of all of the above

In addition, one PSHE and two study periods
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Academic 
Choices
new S6

Pupils must make four choices* (or 3xAH, 1 FA)

Choices can be…

Progression (eg Higher -> Adv Higher)

Upgrade subjects from S5 (generally not more than 1)

Revisit courses from S3, S4

Experience new courses (‘crash’ course discuss with PT)

Foundation Apprenticeship (counts as 2 courses with 
placement)

College Link courses

In addition one period for S6 Tutor period with Guidance 
staff/Briefing with Mrs Wight
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Personal 
Development

S6

Pupils are expected to volunteer 1 period per week in a department, 
as a classroom tutor or dept support.

Pupils are asked to consider 2 further volunteering opportunities, for 
example

Captains

S1 Buddying

S6 Committees

Extra curricular clubs

Whole school initiatives
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University 
view of S6

18Looking for future uni candidates who are 
independent learners and complete what they 
start

Looking  for candidates who can “juggle” study 
with involvement in a range of other activities.  

Pupils who keep achieving academically 
throughout S6 will be more likely to successfully 
transfer to university and survive a first year 

Pupils need to check with universities before 
dropping a subject after a UCAS application has 
been made 
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Things to consider 19

Check

Check college and 
university 
prospectuses for 
entry qualifications 
– “going rates” may 
be higher than what 
appears in the 
prospectus

Contact

Contact Further and 
Higher Education 
admissions offices 
for advice. Be aware 
of university 
entrance 
requirements

Remember

Remember that 
entry qualifications 
will be over one 
sitting and more will 
be required over 
two sittings
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Points to note

20Senior phase pupils (S4/5/6) will be 
timetabled together in some classes      

Over subscribed subjects – some pupils 
will be asked to make a further choice.  

Some classes may not be able to run 
due to staffing

There are often places available after 
the summer holidays

Undersubscribed subjects – class not 
likely to run
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New 
Learner 

Pathways 
website

Accessed from the School Website

Currently being updated : Curriculum Guide for S5/S6 is available on MS Teams
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23Submit Choice form ONLINE by 
Friday 1st March 2024
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Banchoryacademy

banchoryacademy.aberdeenshire.sch.uk
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