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CfE Levels or Stages
Early The pre-school years and P1, or later 

for some. 

First To the end of P4, but earlier or later 
for some. 

Second To the end of P7, but earlier or later 
for some. 

Third and Fourth S1 to S3: Broad General Education 
(BGE). Many pupils will be accessing 
Fourth level work in S3

Senior Phase S4 to S6 (Senior Phase), in school 
and/or college or other means of 
study. 
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Curriculum 
for 

Excellence 
Secondary 
Structure

• S1 –S3: Broad General Education

• Based on experiences and outcomes, level 2/ 3/ 4

• Progression…personalisation

• S4-S6: Senior Phase

• Focus on qualifications (not only SQA) 

• Qualifications build on the experiences and outcomes of 
the BGE, levels 3 to 7
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Senior Phase Curriculum (S4-6)
• S1 & 2: 16 subjects ​(some on rota)

• S3: 10 subjects plus core PE, RMPS, PSHE

• S4: 7 SQA National 4/5 courses* to include English and Maths ​

• S5: up to 5 SQA Higher courses or combination N5/4

• S6: usually up to 4 courses, combination can include 
AH/H/Nationals

• Pupils will be able to pick up National 4 or 5 courses when they 
are in S5 or S6 to diversify their portfolio of qualifications

• *Pupils may pick up other qualifications such as Volunteering Awards, College 
awards and Open University qualifications (Flexible pathways)​
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S4 Choices for Senior Phase

• Report received on 26th January

• Available options form

• Guidance staff & PSHE support process

• Faculties discussing available courses

• S4 Curriculum Guides- on TEAMS / Pathways Website

• SDS Stuart Clark available for appointments

• Online Choice form returned- 01/02/24
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Skills Development Scotland (SDS)

•   SDS is the national skills body 
supporting people and   businesses to 
develop and apply their skills

• Developing effective Career 
Management Skills will enable people 
to make informed career choices 
throughout their life.
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My World 
of Work
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Parents’ resources

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/parents/topics
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2024-25 
Change to 
the School 

Week

Currently a 30 period 
week model giving 6 

subjects in S4

Change to a 32 period 
week to give additional 

subject in S4

English and Maths: 4 
periods in S3 and then 

4 periods in S4

Skills inserts in Broad 
General Education

One less option given in 
S3, so that each course 

receives more time



Ready Respectful Safe

Changes to the school day – 32 period week
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S4 
Curriculum

CORE CHOICE

English: 4 periods 1st Option: 4 periods

Maths: 4 periods 2nd Option 4 periods

RMPS: 1 period 3rd Option 4 periods

PE: 2 periods 4th Option 4 periods

PSHE: 1 period 5th Option 4 periods

National Certification in 7 subjects, plus RMPS unit
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Learner Pathways website
• Banchory Academy (google.com)
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https://sites.google.com/as.glow.scot/banchory-academy-pathways/home
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Online 
Choice 
Form
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NESCol

School Link Courses 

(1 day/ 2 pms per week)

NPA Technical Theatre

C&G Lv 1 Hairdressing

C&G Lv 1 Beauty Therapy

SfW N5 Early Education & Childcare

SfW N5 Health Sector

NPA Cyber Security

Intro to Social Science & Criminology

SfW Travel and Tourism

C&G Intro to Vehicle Technology

SfW N5 Engineering

NPA Construction Crafts

Supported Learning Preparation for 

Work
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Children and Young People
Health and Social Care
Cybersecurity and Network Management
Scientific Technologies

Foundation Apprenticeships
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Support at Home

• Importance of enjoyment, feel success

• First step towards qualification

• Encourage your child to use links to consider skills

• Advice and presentations from teachers on Teams

• Visit Banchory Academy Pathways Website

• Consider progression – career path

• Post 16 pathways

17



Ready Respectful Safe

18
Helpful Contacts
Mrs G. Bruce: Depute Rector Curriculum:  gill.bruce@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Skills Development Scotland
Mr S. Clark: Skills Development Scotland: stuart.clark@sds.co.uk 

Guidance Team
Kerloch Mrs I. Stewart: islay.stewart@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Lochton Mr R. Smith: ryan.smith@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Monearn Ms E. McIlraith: Eleanor.mcilraith@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Ternan Mr C. Duncan: Christopher.duncan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Universal Mrs L Will: Laura.Will@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Ms M. Lorimer: meahgan.lorimer@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Targetted support 
Support for Learning
Ms R Ilska: banchory.aca@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

mailto:gill.bruce@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:stuart.clark@sds.co.uk
mailto:islay.stewart@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:mark.adam@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:Eleanor.mcilraith@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:Christopher.duncan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Helpful 
Links

• Broad general education | Learning in Scotland | Parent Zone

• Support for parents and carers | My World of Work

• Where can your subject choices take you? | My World of 
Work

• A to Z of National Qualification (NQ) subjects - SQA

• Planit : Career Areas (planitplus.net)

• Career paths | My Kids Career

• Apprenticeships | Apprenticeships.scot: Work, Learn & Earn

• Courses Archive - North East Scotland College (nescol.ac.uk)

• What and where to study at a University, College or 
Conservatoire (ucas.com)

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/broad-general-education/
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/parents-carers
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/my-career-options/where-can-subject-choices-take-you
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/my-career-options/where-can-subject-choices-take-you
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45625.html
https://www.planitplus.net/CareerAreas
https://www.mykidscareer.com/career-paths/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/
https://www.nescol.ac.uk/courses/
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-where-study
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-where-study
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